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1. Building a Strong Foundation: Another Perspective on Wealth1 

 

Introduction 

Personal finance. These two words can bring either fear or excitement into the heart of the 
reader. Why such varied responses to a simple two-word phrase? There are many different 
reasons.  

One of the most prevalent is a lack of education. It is hard to make important decisions when you 
feel you are in unchartered territory. Other responses have been due to “misguided” information. 
Some individuals and companies have used personal finance as a tool to earn huge commissions 
on selling insurance and investment products without regard to the needs of the investors they 
supposedly serve, resulting in poor performance for the investors and uncertainty over missed 
goals. Still others have made unwise decisions based on solely acquiring assets and investments, 
but to the detriment of their spouses, families, and real success. While they may have acquired 
financial security, they have lost the things that will bring them what they desire most: happiness 
and joy. Others have learned how to bring Christ into their finances, learned their available 
options, determined the key doctrines, principles and applications, applied them in a creative 
process to their financial habits and goals, and have accomplished the vision and goals that they 
have set for themselves and their families, including happiness in this life and eternal life in the 
world to come. The purpose of this manual and the accompanying website is to help you come to 
understand the process of personal finance or financial planning for yourself and those you love, 
and to apply it in your lives. 

Objectives 
A. Understand how to bring Christ into your finances. 
B. Understand the importance of perspective and our perspective for this course. 
C. Understand our framework for learning: doctrines, principles and application. 
D. Understand the implications of that learning framework. 
E. Remember that “Life is Good.” 

Understand how to bring Christ into your finances 

As we have read and studied scriptures, it is apparent that Jesus Christ wants to be a greater part 
of our lives and finances. He will not barge in and tell us what to do; He cannot, as He will not 
violate our moral agency. But He will plead, exhort, counsel and guide us back to our Father if 
we will allow Him more into our lives and finances. 
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Why do we want to bring Christ more into our finances? M. Russell Ballard reminded us: “In my 
judgment, we never will have balance in our lives unless our finances are securely under 
control.”2 Christ can help us bring balance and control into our lives and finances.  How do we 
bring Christ more into our lives and finances?  

Seek to learn and love the Savior and His atonement more. We study, pray, learn more about 
Him, and contemplate His amazing atonement and what it means in our lives.  Christ knows us 
by name and loves us perfectly, and has designed a detailed, individual, and customized 
curriculum (called life) exactly tailored to our needs, mission and destiny.  Managing our 
finances is one of the pieces of that curriculum, and personal finance is simply part of the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.3 

Strive to change daily and become more like Him. God’s grace, repentance and the atonement of 
Jesus Christ are perfect tools to help us change and to become more like our Savior. He has 
given us everything we need to become more like Him. He has taught through His servants that 
“a” pattern to change behavior is to understand doctrines and principles, and have them 
confirmed by the Spirit.4 Boyd K. Packer said: “True doctrine, understood, changes attitudes and 
behavior. The study of the doctrines of the gospel will improve behavior quicker than a study of 
behavior will improve behavior. . . That is why we stress so forcefully the study of the doctrines 
of the gospel.”5 However, it is not enough to know the doctrines—we must understand them as 
well. David A. Bednar commented, “President Packer did not teach that simply knowing true 
doctrine changes us. Rather, doctrine must be understood. . . Thus, true doctrine confirmed in the 
heart as true by the witness of the Holy Ghost changes attitudes and behavior.6   He also reminds 
us “The answers are always in the doctrines and principles, and the doctrines and principles need 
to be in us.”7  

Learn to apply His words and create our lives more closely with Him. As we strive to develop 
and grow, application is an invitation to learn and create.8 As we do, we become creators with 
God of ourselves, our families and our lives. We learn important lessons from the creation9 that 
we can use in our lives as we remember that “Creation is a spiritual gift.”10 We were born 
creators, and had our first lessons in creation when as pre-existent spirits we helped create the earth we 
live on.11 We create each day in our prayers, families, the environment in our homes, budgets, 
goals and our lives. We are all creators, and learn best when we learn and follow the Master 
Creator, even Jesus Christ. Not only does He know the way, He is the way.12 

Always remember Him. We need Christ’s inspiration and guidance daily if we are to return with 
our families to His presence. We already covenant to “always remember Him” each week in the 
Sacrament.  We must strive to keep those and our other covenants.  We must remember that our 
conduct on our journey is as important as our final destination.13 We must, like the pioneers, 
make “a covenant and a promise to keep all the commandments and statues of the Lord”14 as we 
daily remember the Savior and follow the covenant path. 
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To bring Christ more into our finances, we must bring Him more into our lives.  If we want to 
have balance in our lives, we must bring our finances securely under control. We can do this best 
with Christ’s help. We bring Christ into our finances as we seek to learn and love the Savior and 
His atonement more, work to change and become more like Him, learn to apply and create with 
the Creator of the World, and always remember Him. Then with His help, we can accomplish all 
things. 

Understand the Importance of Perspective and Our Perspective for this Course 

The dictionary defines perspective as “one’s point of view, the choice of a context for opinions, 
beliefs, and experiences.”15 The historian Will Durant wrote of the human need “to seize the 
value and perspective of passing things. . . We want to know that the little things are little, and 
the big things big, before it is too late; we want to see things now as they will seem forever—‘in 
the light of eternity.’”16 

The challenge then is to see things in a consistent perspective--as they will be forever. Neal A. 
Maxwell wrote of those without this perspective, “Living without God in the world brings a 
functional lack of consistent perspective. If there were no eternal truths, to what principles would 
mortals look for guidance? If not accountable to God, to whom are we ultimately 
accountable?”17 

Our perspective—how we look at things—makes a difference in the choices we make. Do we 
recognize our difference in perspective as we look at the world around us? Do we recognize the 
implications of our differences in outlook, the differences of our eternal perspective as we go 
about our daily lives? Neal A. Maxwell commented:  

We see the world and the people in it differently, because, as C. S. Lewis observed, it is 
by the light and illumination of the gospel that we see everything else. . . The gospel is 
like the lens of a cosmic kaleidoscope that, instead of showing life, man, and the universe 
as senseless, unconnected fragments, shows us pattern, beauty, and purpose! It is this 
vision that can give us a special sense of proportion about the things in life that matter 
most. . . This perspective can make so many differences in so many ways that, 
unintentionally, we may be unconscious of the implications of our difference in 
outlook.18   

The purpose of this section is to articulate “another” perspective on wealth, an eternal 
perspective. This perspective is critical for us to understand, and it has a major influence on how 
we make choices. 

In this manual and website, we take a different view from the world. We disagree with the belief 
that “money buys happiness.” The media continues to bombard us with the illusion that we have 
to spend money to be content or that to be happy, a person must be beautiful, sexy, thin, rich, or 
whatever it is they are selling at the moment.  
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Most of us are not conscious of the effects of our perspectives on our everyday lives. When we 
have a proper perspective on life, there is pattern, beauty, and purpose instead of senseless, 
unconnected fragments. Along with that knowledge of the purpose of life, it is important that we 
understand correct principles so that we can make good choices.  

On the subject of choices, Spencer W. Kimball said: 

We hope we can help our young men and young women to realize, even sooner than they 
do now, that they need to make certain decisions only once . . . We can make a single 
decision about certain things that we will incorporate in our lives and then make them 
ours—without having to brood and re-decide a hundred times what it is we will do and 
what we will not do.… My young brothers [and sisters], if you have not done so yet, 
decide to decide!19 

The purpose of this series is to help you in your understanding of perspective as it relates to 
personal finance and then to help you “decide to decide” to be wise in the management of your 
personal finances. When we have an eternal perspective, we understand things differently, view 
events differently, and make choices differently with respect to our families, friends, work and 
finances.  

Our perspective is simple: Wise money management is simply living the gospel of Jesus Christ. It 
is putting Christ first in our lives, not our pocketbooks. “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you”.20  It is the temporal 
application of eternal principles. 

Understand our Framework for Learning: Doctrines, Principles and Application 

Our learning framework for this class is unique. We use the framework for learning used by 
David A. Bednar in his book “Increase in Learning.” It is based on doctrines (the whys”), 
principles (the “whats”), and application (the “hows”). It brings balance to the things we do. 
Bednar calls it, “A flexible tool that can be used to enhance our gospel learning and can be a 
useful aid as we apply the principles of prayerful inquiry and the pattern of asking, seeking, and 
knocking.”21  

Too often when we encounter problems in life, we are drawn to application as the way to make 
life better. But is it the best way? Bednar writes: 

Somehow we seem to be drawn to application as the primary way to ‘fix” things, to make 
life better. . . And far too often we emphasize application without the necessary 
understanding and divorced from the doctrinal content. . . Whatever the reasons, 
emphasizing the application to the exclusion of fundamental doctrines and principles 
does not produce spiritual power, protection, and direction. . . Appropriate applications 
are necessary but can never stand alone. What is needed is a balance among doctrines, 
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principles and application. . . The answers always are in the doctrines and principles. 
And the doctrines and principles need to be in us.22 

This learning framework is unique. It asks three critical questions that can lead us to learning and 
life. They are: 

1. Why should we learn and become better at personal finance? (this is a “why” or 
doctrine question). 

2. What are the principles on which how we learn and become better at personal finance 
are based? (this is a “what” or principles question). 

3. How do we learn about and become better at personal finance? (this is a “how” or 
application question).  

Doctrines or “Whys” of Personal Finance 

Doctrines are the truth about ourselves, our lives, our history, and our relationship to our Father 
in Heaven and his Son Jesus Christ. Boyd K. Packer said, “True doctrine, understood, changes 
attitudes and behavior. The study of the doctrines of the gospel will improve behavior quicker 
than a study of behavior will improve behavior. . . That is why we stress so forcefully the study 
of the doctrines of the gospel.”23 

David A. Bednar reminds us, 

President Packer did not teach that simply knowing true doctrine changes us. Rather, 
doctrine must be understood. The word understanding in the scriptures frequently is 
linked to and associated with the heart and refers to a revealed result or conclusion. Thus, 
true doctrine confirmed in the heart as true by the witness of the Holy Ghost changes 
attitudes and behavior. Knowing true doctrine is necessary but is not sufficient.24 

Why should we learn doctrines? Doctrines are critical as they give us the perspective, motivation 
and strength to do the right things even when they are difficult. 

We have been counseled to understand the “why” or doctrines of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Dieter F. Uchtdorf said:  

Seek out the majesty, the beauty, and the exhilarating joy of the ‘why’ of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. “The ‘what’ and ‘how’ of obedience mark the way and keep us on the right 
path. The ‘why’ of obedience sanctifies our actions, transforming the mundane into the 
majestic. It magnifies our small acts of obedience into holy acts of consecration.25 

Before we can decide more about wise money management, we must understand and answer the 
question, “Why should we learn and become better at family finance?”  
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While there are likely many different “whys”, let me share a few thoughts on doctrines of why 
we believe God wants us to learn personal finance. Since perspective is so important, this 
question must be addressed from many different perspectives. Possible perspectives include 
spiritual, temporal, family, and personal. While there are an innumerable number of perspectives, 
these four seem to be important and will be addressed here. 

Spiritual:  Personal finance can help bring us to Christ.  From a spiritual perspective, the 
ultimate purpose of everything we do, and God does, is to bring us to Christ. Because God’s 
work and glory is to bring to pass the “immortality and eternal life of man”26 and the only way 
we can have eternal life is through Jesus Christ27, then the purpose of all mortal experience is to 
bring us to Christ, who then brings us to the Father. Learning to manage our finances according 
to gospel principles will help us grow spiritually as well as help build up our families and the 
kingdom of God.   

C. Max Caldwell said: 

Whatever the problem may be in a person’s life—failure to pay tithing, breaking the 
Word of Wisdom, casual church attendance, [or, I add, poor financial habits, the]—real 
issue is faith in Jesus Christ. If we can help people obtain the gift of faith in Christ, good 
works will follow. The end purpose of any law of God is to bring us to Christ. And how 
well will the law work? It depends on what we think of the Author of the law.28 

We have also been commanded by prophets and the scriptures to be financially wise. 

[We] have been counseled for many years to prepare for adversity by having a little 
money set aside. Doing so adds immeasurably to security and well-being. Every family 
has a responsibility to provide for its own needs to the extent possible . . . If you have 
paid your debts and have a financial reserve, even though it be small, you and your 
family will feel more secure and enjoy greater peace in your hearts. May the Lord bless 
you in your family financial efforts.29 

Perspective also adds significantly to motivation. Whether we view this counsel on being 
financially wise as a nice thing to do or a commandment of God will provide a great difference 
in our motivation to do these things.  

Temporal: Personal finance can help us become wiser stewards. From a temporal 
perspective, managing resources is a skill that Heavenly Father wants us to develop during 
mortality. “For he who is faithful and wise in time is accounted worthy to inherit the mansions 
prepared for him of my Father.”30 

Personal finance helps us learn to be wiser financial stewards over the things with which God has 
blessed us. Joe J. Christensen said, “Our resources are a stewardship, not our possessions. I am 
confident that we will literally be called upon to make an accounting before God concerning how 
we have used them to bless lives and build the kingdom.”31 
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I believe a critical question at judgment day from our Savior will not be, “How much money did 
you make?” Rather, it will be, “How well did you use the resources I blessed you with in the 
service of your family and fellow men?” 

Family:  Personal finance can help us return with our families back to Heavenly Father’s 
presence.  The third perspective is family. An eternal perspective on finances helps us keep our 
priorities in order. David O. McKay reminded us, “No other success can compensate for failure 
in the home.”32 

We show our love for our Savior as we pay our tithes and offerings. We are examples to our 
children as we put the Lord first and sacrifice through service, hard work, church and temple 
attendance. We build our communities and nation as we seek opportunities for service to our 
family, friends and fellowmen.  

We will be disappointed in life if we gain the world’s riches and lose our spouses and families. 
We must learn to better apply personal finance in the Lord’s way, using His plan and obeying 
His commandments. In short, an eternal perspective on finances can prepare us for eternal 
marriage, strengthen existing marriages, and be a conduit for positive parenting. 

Individual:  Personal finance can help us prepare for and accomplish our divine missions. 
The fourth perspective is individual. We all have divine missions to perform here on earth, and 
personal finance can help us learn the lessons and develop the skills we need to accomplish those 
missions. Many of our missions will required material resources. Gene R. Cook said, “I bear 
testimony of the fact that if you keep the commandments, He nourishes you, strengthens you, 
and provides you means for accomplishing all things necessary to faithfully finish your divine 
mission here on earth.”33 

We are all at an important time in our lives, regardless of our age. Ask yourself, “Do I really 
believe that I have a mission here on earth to perform and am I performing it?” 

Clearly, perspective is important, and by looking at many different perspectives we can 
understand more fully “why we should learn and become better at family finance.” 

So if money management is part of the gospel of Jesus of Christ, are there principles upon which 
wise money management is based? Let me propose a few principles that are the foundation upon 
which this perspective is based. I call these my “Principles of Finance.” 

Principles or “What’s” of Personal Finance 

Principles are fundamental laws or doctrines, which, if understood, will allow us to live or act 
according to truth. Richard G. Scott commented: 

[The] inspired statement, “I teach them correct principles, and they govern themselves,” 
still applies. The Lord uses that pattern with us. You will find correct principles in the 
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teachings of the Savior, His prophets, and the scriptures. While easy to find, true 
principles are not easy to live until they become an established pattern of life . . . Yet, as 
you resolutely follow correct principles, you will forge strength of character available to 
you in times of urgent need. Your consistent adherence to principle overcomes the 
alluring yet false life-styles that surround you. Your faithful compliance to correct 
principles will generate criticism and ridicule from others, yet the results are so eternally 
worthwhile that they warrant your every sacrifice.34 

What are those principles or “what’s” to which we must adhere whose results are so eternally 
worthwhile that they merit our every sacrifice? Let me propose a few principles that relate to 
understanding and using wealth wisely.  

Principle 1: Ownership. Everything we have is the Lord’s. The Psalmist wrote, “The earth is 
the Lord’s, and the fullness thereof; the world, and they that dwell therein.”35 The apostle Paul, 
writing to the Corinthians, stated the same message, “For the earth is the Lord’s, and the fullness 
thereof.”36 

We know from scriptures that the Lord was the creator of the earth37, the supplier of our breath38, 
the giver of our knowledge39, the provider of our life40, and the giver of all we have and are.41 

Nothing we have is our own—it is all God’s. As such, there should be no feeling of pride for the 
things we have or are. These things do not belong to us, but are on loan from a loving Heavenly 
Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. These blessings should encourage us to demonstrate greater 
obedience to God’s commandments. As we realize that all we have and all that we have become 
are gifts from a generous Heavenly Father and Son, we will find gratitude and obedience rather 
than pride. 

Principle 2: Stewardship. We are stewards over all that the Lord has, is, or will share with us. A 
steward is one who actively directs the affairs of another. The apostle Paul stated, “Let a man so 
account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. Moreover it is 
required in stewards, that a man be found faithful.”42 The Lord stated, “It is expedient that I, the 
Lord, should make every man accountable, as a steward over earthly blessings, which I have 
made and prepared for my creatures.”43  

Being blessed with material things in life should not be seen only as a blessing but also as a 
responsibility. We will be required to give an account of our stewardship to Heavenly Father. In 
order for us to be wise stewards, it is our responsibility to learn everything we can about our 
stewardship so we can manage it to the best of our abilities. The purpose of this manual and 
website is to help you understand and manage your stewardship better as it relates to personal 
finance. 

Principle 3: Agency. The gift of “choice” is man’s most precious inheritance. President Thomas 
S. Monson taught, “When we came to the earth, we brought with us that great gift from God—
even our agency. In thousands of ways we are privileged to choose for ourselves.”44 
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The prophet Joshua counseled the people about agency when he said, “Choose you this day 
whom ye will serve; . . . but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”45  

David O. McKay wrote, “Next to the bestowal of life itself, the right to direct that life is God’s 
greatest gift to man . . . Freedom of choice is more to be treasured than any possession earth can 
give.46 

We should do everything in our power to thank God for this wonderful right to choose, and then 
use that agency as wisely as we can. 

Principle 4: Accountability. We are accountable for every choice we make, including our 
financial choices. We have been blessed with the gift of agency, but we will also be held 
accountable for its use. The Lord counseled, “For it is required of the Lord, at the hand of every 
steward, to render an account of his stewardship, both in time and in eternity.”47 

The blessing of agency is an unconditional gift of God, and how we use that gift shows how 
much we love Him and His Son Jesus Christ. The first three principles outlined above are God’s 
gift to us. The fourth principle is our gift to God. We can, through our wise choices, show our 
Heavenly Father how much we love Him by obeying His commandments and covenants and 
striving to become more like His Son. 

These four principles establish a spiritual foundation for understanding wealth that is based on 
our dependence on God and our need for financial self-reliance to fulfill His purposes.  

Neal A. Maxwell put things of this world into a correct perspective when he taught: 

The submission of one’s will is really the only uniquely personal thing we have to place 
on God’s altar. The many other things we “give,” brothers and sisters, are actually the 
things He has already given or loaned to us. However, when you and I finally submit 
ourselves, by letting our individual wills be swallowed up in God’s will, then we are 
really giving something to Him! It is the only possession which is truly ours to give!48 

Everything we have is God’s, and the things we receive are all blessings from Him. They are not 
ours, but they have been given to us as a stewardship for which we can make choices. We should 
choose well, as we will be held responsible for what we choose and do.  

Application or the “How’s” of Personal Finance 

Once we understand the doctrines and principles of finance, it is important to understand how to 
apply what you are learning to your daily lives. I call this application or the creative process. 
Question 3 then becomes “How do we learn about and become better at family finance?” 

In 2019 we took 24 BYU students to Europe for a Global Finance Investment Internship. One of 
the companies we visited in Germany was a large sport and apparel manufacturer. I was 
impressed with their marketing slogan “Calling all Creators.”49  Their point was we all are 
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creators, which we truly are. 

On the importance of creation, Elder McConkie said, “The three pillars of eternity, the three 
events, preeminent and transcendent above all others, are the creation, the fall, and the 
atonement.”50 Why is it so important that we understand the creation? I believe it is because this 
knowledge will help us to be better creators ourselves. Let me share eight lessons that I have 
learned from the creation. You will likely have your own lessons from your reading and study. 

God is creative. The creation shows that Heavenly Father and His son are very creative beings. 
We are taught in the scriptures that we are created in the image of Heavenly parents and in Their 
likeness. As such, we should also very creative beings. We were meant to create, and this 
capacity is God-given.  

Christ worked under the direction of the Father. The restored gospel has helped us to know 
that Jesus Christ created the heavens and the earth under the direction of the Father. Likewise 
when we create, we should be under the direction of the Father as well. To really accomplish all 
we need to in this life, we will need His help. 

The earth was created from existing matter. The earth was created, not from nothing, as many 
suppose; rather, it was organized from existing matter.51 Likewise, when we create, we are not 
starting from nothing. We take our existing vision, education, talents, skills and abilities, and 
match those with the resources and materials we have in our home, neighborhood, community or 
nation. 

Creation is a two-step process. The Lord speaking to Moses said, “For I, the Lord God, created 
all things, of which I have spoken, spiritually, before they were naturally upon the face of the 
earth.”52  Once He created things spiritually, then came the physical creation of everything on the 
earth. We likewise must create things spiritually through our vision, goals and plans, and then we 
can create it physically—and we can create with confidence. 

There is an order in creation. Notice that there is an order in creation, first the world was 
organized, and then light came into the world. Next the waters were divided. Clearly there is 
order in creation and in the universe. Likewise, there is order in our creative processes, and we 
must learn what that order is.  

Creation takes time. The creation of the earth did not happen overnight, but took six creative 
periods. How long those periods were has not been revealed, but we do know it was a long time. 
Likewise, when we create, we should realize that this is a time-consuming process.  

Creation was a planned event. The creation was planned from the beginning under the 
direction of Heavenly Parents. The creation, fall and atonement of Jesus Christ were all part of 
the Father’s plan, “to bring to pass the immortality and eternal life”53 of His children. We should 
make sure, as we go through our lives, that we to have a plan on how we will live our lives, so 
that we can, under the direction of the Father, support His same work and return to His presence.  
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We create every day of our lives. Some do not think they create; however the reality is that we 
create every day of our lives. Perhaps a few creations can help make the point. 

Prayer. David A. Bednar commented on our spiritual and physical creation of each day. On the 
subject of prayer, he said, 

We learn from these verses that the spiritual creation preceded the temporal creation. In a 
similar way, meaningful morning prayer is an important element in the spiritual creation 
of each day—and precedes the temporal creation or the actual execution of the day. Just 
as the temporal creation was linked to and a continuation of the spiritual creation, so 
meaningful morning and evening prayers are linked to and are a continuation of each 
other.54 

Family. We are co-creators with God in the creation of our families.  We work with Him as 
creators of our marriages and in which our children are raised. We should make sure, as we work 
to create the environment in our marriages and in which our children are raised, that we do it as 
co-creators with Heavenly Father. We are reminded to always, “Create homes filled with love 
and serenity. Relieve suffering. Create enduring testimonies of eternal truths in ourselves and 
others.”55 

Vision and Goals. When we set and work toward our vision and goals, it is again the spiritual 
creation followed by the physical creation. Alma uses different words to describe this spiritual 
creation, such as “Do you exercise faith,” “Do you look forward with an eye of faith,” and “Can 
you imagine to yourselves.” 56  God’s ultimate goal for us is to learn both the spiritual and 
physical creation process so we live in such a way as we, with our families and through the 
Savior’s atonement, can return to live with Him eternally. 

Finances. Regarding our finances, the preparation of our budgets can be envisioned as the 
spiritual creation first, followed by the physical creation second as we spend the money. 
President Kimball said” “Every family should have a budget.”57  Living on a budget does not 
mean that you do not spend money; rather, you spend money on things that are planned for (the 
spiritual creation) and that are  important to you.  

Ourselves. Finally, the reality is that we create ourselves in every day and in everything we do. 
Our life then is the sum of each of our daily individual creations. As such, we recognize the 
importance of our daily creations in the creation of our overall lives. 

Creation is a wonderful subject for additional study. We were born creators, and had our first 
lessons in creation when as pre-existent spirits we helped create the earth we live on.58 David O. 
McKay taught, “Sculptors of life are we, with our uncarved souls before us.  Everyone of us is 
carving a soul.”59 That we might help create and carve ours and other souls well is our prayer for 
each of you. 

The application or the creative process is how we go from the spiritual creation to the physical 
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creation. It entails five steps. Each of these steps is important to the process, and this process can 
be applied to all areas of our lives. While it is possible to create without thinking through the 
creative process and many do exactly that, if we understand and apply this process it can help us 
to accomplish more and to be even more creative in our lives and our finances. 

The Lord speaking to Joseph Smith said, “I will give you a pattern in all things, that ye may not 
be deceived.”60  David A. Bednar reminds us, 

Interestingly, the Lord gave us “a” and not “the” pattern for all things. I do not believe 
the Lord is suggesting with the language “a pattern in all things” that He has only one 
pattern to be used in every situation. Rather, the Lord’s way includes a variety of patterns 
that can be employed to achieve different spiritual objectives.61 

Let me share one possible pattern. 

The Creative Process 

Vision: We Catch our Vision. The scriptures teach “Where there is no vision, the people 
perish.”62 Why is vision so important? Vision is a critical precursor to effective goals, planning, 
writing, and accomplishing our personal and family goals. The best vision is from the longest 
perspective. Patricia T. Holland said, “Our prayers ought to be to see as God sees, to adjust our 
minds so we may see things from an eternal perspective. If we listen too often to the voices of 
the world, we will become confused and tainted. We must anchor ourselves in the spirit and that 
requires daily vigilance.”63 

Goals: We Develop our Goals. Goals are tools to help us keep us focused on our vision. Robert 
D. Hales gave advice on your choice of goals. He recommended: 

I would like to suggest a few of the most important goals in life that will give you joy as 
you fulfill your mission on this earth—eternal goals that will help you return with honor 
to your Father in Heaven. They include:  Marry in the temple and cultivate eternal family 
relationships by prayerfully balancing the many facets of life, such as family, occupation, 
continuing education, hobbies, and entertainment. Faithfully and obediently live your 
religion and be true to the baptismal and temple covenants, always treasuring up the good 
things of life. Hold on to the eternal perspective, remembering that the things of the 
kingdom are eternal and the things of the world are temporal or temporary. Remember to 
give dedicated service throughout your life and always care for the needy who may 
require your love and other support.64 

Plans and Strategies: We Make our Tactical Plans and Strategies. He continued and said, 
“Making these goals is not enough; we must make a plan to carry them out.”65  Goals are the 
destination, where we want to be, and our plans are the process by which we will get from where 
we are now to where we want to be. We need to be detailed in our plans to accomplish our goals 
and hence our vision.  
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Constraints: We Determine our Constraints. Whereas goals are the clear objectives for what 
you want to accomplish, and your plans are how you will accomplish those goals, then your 
constraints are given conditions or circumstances that your solution must satisfy. These are 
things that must be taken into account as these constraints can have a major impact on your 
ability to accomplish your goals and vision. 

Accountability: We Share our Vision with Accountability Partners Who Can Help. 
Accountability is the process by which we make known our vision, goals and plans to others. 
This could be for three reasons.  

• It may be because we need their moral or personal help to accomplish our goals and 
vision. Sharing your goals with your spouse and children is a good way to get help in 
accomplishing your goals. Having others help you be accountable for your goals is a 
great motivator.  

• It also may be because they are part of our creative process and necessary to help us 
accomplish our goals. Mentors and friends can help when we fall short and help us know 
what to do to improve. 

• As we share our vision with others, we give others permission to catch their own visions. 

Regardless of the reason, accountability is an important part of the creation process. 

For example, Heavenly Father’s vision is the happiness and exaltation of his children. His goal is 
to “bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of man.”66  His plan is the Plan of Salvation or 
the Plan of Happiness. He has no constraints as his plan is for all people, and He communicates 
his plan with His children through prophets, apostles and scriptures. Just as He has a vision, goal, 
plan, constraints, and accountability, so we should too. 

The manual will share concrete ideas and experiences on how you can apply the creative process 
to the personal finance area, how you can create your vision of what you want to become, set 
goals, develop a plan, work on constraints, and then communicate it to help you accomplish your 
vision. This process is applicable to all areas of your Personal Financial Plan. 

Ezra Taft Benson reminded us to ”Plan your financial future early, then live your plan.”67  As 
part of planning your financial future, you will develop your own Personal Financial Plan (PFP). 
Your PFP includes 16 different Plans, including your: 

• Plan for Life (Vision, Goals, and Plans) 
• Saving, Income and Expense Plan (Budget)  
• Tax Plan 
• Cash Management Plan 
• Credit Plan 
• Consumer Loans and Debt Plan 
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• Insurance Plan 
• Family Financial Plan 
• Investment Plan 
• Retirement Plan 
• Advance Plan 
• Mission Plan 
• Education Plan 
• Housing Plan 
• Auto/Toy Plan 
• Individual/family Giving Plan 

 
Our Conduct on the Journey is as Important as our Destination 
 
As Anne and Bryan Sudweeks were driving home from our service in Nauvoo this year, they 
were listening to the book “Revelations in Context” and the section on D&C 136. Brigham 
Young was with the vanguard company in Winter Quarters, Iowa, and was praying for 
inspiration to get the Saints to the west.  This section was guidance by the Lord on how to 
organize the Saints for their trip from Nauvoo to the Great Salt Lake.   
 
As they thought about this inspired document, they wondered if there was more to this section 
than a standard organizational chart.  Did it have a greater meaning that extended beyond the 
lessons for 1847?  Chad M. Orton wrote: 
 

Some have assumed that the revelation is a simple how-to guide for organizing pioneer 
companies and have underestimated the role it played in refocusing Brigham Young and 
the Church. By helping the Saints remember that their conduct on the journey was as 
important as their destination, the revelation helped transform the westward migration 
from an unfortunate necessity into an important shared spiritual experience.68 

 
Could the Lord be not only letting us know what Brigham needed to do, but also giving us a 
pattern that we can use in our financial lives as well?   
 
Some have said, “The end justifies the means,” meaning that “a desired result is so good or 
important that any method, even a morally bad one, may be used to achieve it.”69 Here in D&C 
136 the Lord is saying that the means is as important as the end.    
 
Brigham Young’s vision and goal was simple, namely the largest single migration of an entire 
people, institutions, and culture in the history of the United States.  To do this, the Lord inspired 
Brigham to organize the Saints “into companies, with a covenant and promise to keep all the 
commandments and statues of the Lord” (v. 2).  Organization into companies was not new and 
had been discussed by the prophet Joseph.  However, that combined with the covenant of 
righteousness was an inspired addition.  Orton continued, “Brigham came to understand that 

https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/136?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/136?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/136?lang=eng
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rather than simply blazing a trail that others would follow, the 1847 vanguard company was 
establishing a covenant path.”70 He knew that thousands would be following their path and 
direction, so inspiration was crucial. As the Saints kept their covenants and walked in the 
ordinances of the Lord, they had the help of heaven as they worked toward their destination.    

 
Likewise, how we conduct ourselves on a day-to-day basis in our finances is as important as the 
final destination of financial self-reliance or saving money. The important thing is what we learn 
and become from our experiences with our finances, not just the amount saved, and the 
inspiration of heaven is critical.  Our challenges may not be as daunting as Brigham’s, but they 
are important.  As we work toward our vision and goals of greater financial self-reliance, we 
should likewise be organized and prepared, as well as make that same covenant that we will 
“keep all the commandments and statues of the Lord” (v. 2) and “walk in all the ordinances of 
the Lord” (v. 4).  As we do these things, we too can have heaven’s help as we go along our 
journey to our financial and other goals.  

 
What should our conduct entail?  Thankfully, the Lord shared three important points. 
 
Follow the prophets and stay on the covenant path.  As soon as Brigham received this revelation, 
he and the other apostles worked to ensure that the Saints knew what the Lord expected of them. 
The results were instructive and impressive.  Hosea Stout observed that following the revelation 
would bring needed calm and unity in the face of unexpected trials; it would “put to silence the 
wild bickering” that had complicated the journey across Iowa.71 Richard E. Bennett noted that as 
they followed the prophet, the exodus became “the most carefully orchestrated, deliberately 
planned, and abundantly organized hegira [migration] in all of American history.”72  
 
As the pioneers kept all the commandments and statutes of the Lord (v. 2), followed the prophets 
(v. 3), and walked in all the ordinances of the Lord (v. 4), the Lord blessed them that they would 
be able to get to their destination. Likewise, as we keep the commandments and statues, listen to 
the prophets and stay on the covenant path, we too will get to our destinations, whether it is 
budgeting, investing, retirement planning, or other activities. 

 
Be wise stewards over all the Lord has freely given you.  The Lord reminded the saints that they 
were His agents and the blessings they had received were from Him and should be used to 
prepare for what and who were coming later (v. 7, 9).  They were to use their intellect, resources 
and property to help others (v. 10), be honest in their dealings, not covet (v. 20), return things 
borrowed (v. 25), return what they find to their rightful owners (v. 26), and be diligent in 
preserving what they have (v. 27).  They were counseled against contention, pride (v. 19), taking 
the name of the Lord in vain (v. 21), speaking evil one with another (v. 23), drunkenness, and 
unedifying conversations (v. 24).  As they did these things with pure hearts, they were promised 
“Ye shall be blessed; you shall be blessed in your flocks, and in your herds, and in your fields, 
and in your houses, and in your families” (v. 11).  Likewise, as we are wise stewards over our 
financial resources and work to avoid contention, we too will be blessed in the things we are 
striving to achieve. 
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Remember the poor and needy on your journey.  While the Saints were to be wise stewards, they 
also had a covenant responsibility to share an equal proportion for taking care of the poor, 
widows, and fatherless (v. 8).  Likewise, as we work toward our financial goals, we also must 
remember our covenant responsibility to remember the poor and the needy along our way and to 
bear our “equal proportion” through our fast and other offerings and helping and serving others. 
 
Because of both organization and righteous conduct, the pioneers were able to make the journey 
to the west.  They established not only a physical but a covenant path as well, a path we can 
follow today. The Lord reminded the Saints that their conduct on the journey was as important 
their destination.  Likewise, how we do the things we need to do as we work toward our financial 
goals is as important as what we do. 
 
The Lord then shared what that conduct should include.  They must follow the prophets and stay 
on the covenant path, be wise stewards over all the Lord has freely given, and remember the poor 
and needy on their journey.  As the Saints followed this inspired guidance and improved their 
conduct, they made progress toward their ultimate goal in the west.  Likewise, that guidance has 
relevance to us today.  As we remember the importance of our conduct and these same three 
areas of concern, the Lord will likewise help us in our financial vision, goals and destinations.   
 
By emphasizing the importance of what we do, our conduct, and what we have, our blessings, we 
tie everything, including our finances, back to the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Moreover, we 
transform our finances from an unfortunate necessity to an important shared spiritual experience 
as we work together with our spouse and families to accomplish our financial vision and goals. 

Understand the Implications of this Learning Framework 

This learning framework is important for six specific reasons. 

1. This framework helps us ask the important questions about our lives and our finances, such as 
“What doctrines and principles, if understood, would help me: 

• “Change my attitudes and behaviors toward my finances to become better at them?” 
• “Teach my children the place of money in our lives, instead of just the world’s ways?” 
• “Better live the commandments to live on a budget, spend less than I earn, and be more 

exact in my record keeping?” 

Understanding doctrines and principles can help us ask important questions that can be used to 
enhance our learning as we ask and seek deeper answers to the difficult questions of life.  

2. This framework reminds us where the answers really are. Bednar reminds us, “Appropriate 
applications are necessary but can never stand alone. What is needed is a balance among 
doctrines, principles and application. . . The answers always are in the doctrines and principles. 
And the doctrines and principles need to be in us.”73 



Chapter 1. Building a Strong Foundation: Another Perspective on Wealth 

 

 - 17 -  2019-2020 Edition 

 

3. This framework allows us to lift our perspective and vision, which can help us gain greater 
motivation. By finding our higher purpose (or doctrines) in what we are doing, we gain greater 
motivation to do the things that we need to do. Ted Callister reminds us “With increased vision 
comes increased motivation.”74  

4. This framework encourages us to take a long-term eternal perspective rather than a checklist 
approach. Paul declared “In the dispensation of the fullness of times [God] might gather together 
in one all things in Christ.”75 How do we gather together in one all things and how does this 
framework help? 

David A. Bednar wrote, “The principle of gathering together in one can aid us in changing the 
conventional checklist [of family finance] into a unified, integrated, and complete whole in 
receiving the transforming power of the gospel of Jesus Christ in our lives.”76 For most of us our 
lives revolve around the checklist of things necessary for us to do including living on a budget, 
getting out of debt, saving for long-term goals, etc. These things are often considered separately, 
rather than in relation to each other and in relation to our overall lives. As we gather together in 
one, we put all these things together and see that these things, including our finances, are simply 
part of the gospel of Jesus Christ and hence we know what is necessary for us to do. We must 
“obey the commandments.”77 “bridle all our passions,”78 “perform every word of command with 
exactness,”79 “strip ourselves of all pride,”80 “offer [our] whole souls as an offering unto Him,”81 
and “endure to the end.”82 

5. This framework reminds us of the importance of Christ and our daily conduct.  It is not 
enough to know these things and even to have a testimony of their truthfulness, we must do them 
every day.  It is crucial that we daily stay on the covenant path daily and we will achieve our 
destination. 

6. Finally, this framework helps change our thinking. While principles and application keep us 
on the right track, understanding the doctrines and principles allows us to transform those hourly 
and daily mundane acts of obedience we must do in our finances into the majestic purposes that 
our Heavenly Father has planned for us. It magnifies, as Dieter F. Uchtdorf says, “our small acts 
of obedience into holy acts of consecration” to our Savior Jesus Christ.83 Louise Y. Robison 
reminds us, “If we only half do our work we will have no pleasure, if we do it from a sense of 
duty we will have no joy, but if we feel . . . that our Father in Heaven has felt us to be worthy . . . 
and that we can carry this work when it is here to do, then we will have joy.84  

Summary 

We must strive to bring Jesus Christ more into our lives and finances.  To do that, we must seek 
to learn and love the Savior and His atonement more, strive to change daily and become more 
like Him, learn to apply His words and create our lives more closely with Him, and always 
remember Him.  Our learning framework supports each of those activities. 
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Perspective is important in studying personal finance. Our perspective is that personal finance is 
simply living the gospel of Jesus Christ; it is putting Christ first in our lives. Our view of the 
Savior, the way we look at life, at others and ourselves will have an important impact on how we 
utilize the blessings we have been given by God. It is critical that we have a correct perspective 
with our lives and finances, as perspective influences our choices. 

We shared our important learning framework of doctrine, principles and application.  Doctrines 
are revealed truth. The first critical question was “why should we learn and become better at 
family finance? Four key concepts constitute the doctrines, each related to a different 
perspective. 

1. Spiritual- To bring us to Christ  
2. Temporal- To help us become wiser stewards.  
3. Family- To help us return with our families back to Heavenly Father’s presence. 
4. Individual- To help us accomplish our divine missions. 
 

Principles are guidelines for the proper use of agency. The second question was “what are the 
principles on which how we learn and become better at personal finance are based? Four key 
concepts constitute the principles or “what’s” on which this perspective is based. They are:  

 
1. Ownership- None of what we have is ours. 
2. Stewardship- We are stewards over all God has blessed us with. 
3. Agency- The gift of choice is one of God’s most precious gifts. 
4. Accountability- We will be accountable for all our choices, including our financial 

choices. 
 
Application is how we accomplish what we need. The third question was “how do we learn 
about and become better at personal or family finance? This application or the creative process is 
critical to our accomplishing all we need to in life. The five key concepts are: 

 
1. Vision- Our vision is what we want to become or how we want to live our lives. It is our 

ultimate destination and what we want to be like. 
2. Goals- Goals constitute our destination or where we want to get to become our vision. 
3. Plans- Plans are our tactical strategies or plans that will allow us to accomplish our goals. 
4. Constraints- These are the conditions or circumstances that are critical for us to 

accomplish our goals. 
5. Accountability- Finally, accountability is how we let others know what we are trying to 

accomplish and how we enlist their help in our process. 

In summary, our learning framework was designed to help us bring Christ into our finances.  

• We must seek to learn and love the Savior and His atonement more.  As we do, we 
realize the personal finance is simply part of the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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• We strive to change daily and become more like Him.  We know that doctrines and 
principles, confirmed by the Spirit, change behavior. 

• We learn to apply His words and create our lives more closely with Him.  For we know 
that application is an invitation to learn and create. 

• We always remember Him.  As we do, we remember our conduct on our journey is as 
important as out destination. 
 

It is our responsibility to be financially wise and use the resources we have been blessed with in 
blessing the lives of our families and others. We do that best when we daily bring Christ more 
into our lives and finances.  The purpose of this manual and accompanying website, PowerPoints 
and learning tools is to help you accomplish that purpose. 

Assignments 

Financial Plan Assignments 

Think about the things we have discussed regarding the doctrines (“why’s”), principles 
(“what’s”), and application (“how’s”) of personal finance. Why is this learning framework 
different? What things will this framework help us understand? These are the reasons we should 
be learning this material and we have a process on how to do it. With this framework we can 
change, as Dieter F. Uchtdorf states, “our small acts of obedience into holy acts of 
consecration.”85  With this understanding, we can avoid the problems that come with the world’s 
different perspectives on wealth – generally incorrect ones. To become truly wealthy, we must 
first have a correct perspective and understand the key doctrines and principles for using wealth 
wisely. The scriptures state, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”86 This is the true 
kind of wealth. Think about what is necessary to have this correct perspective on wealth. 

Read and discuss the following three important chapters that help us with perspective on wealth 
and our understanding of its key principles: 1 Timothy 6, Jacob 2, and Doctrine and Covenants 6. 
These chapters are available online at http://scriptures.ChurchofJesusChrist.org/.  

As you begin your PFP, start by filling our your PFP Introduction Template (LT01-01). What 
will happen if you don’t prepare carefully this PFP? What will happen if you do? Think through 
the benefits of putting together a thoughtful Plan. 

Learning Tools 

The following Learning Tool will also be helpful as you prepare your Personal Financial Plan:  

Personal Financial Plan (PFP) Table of Contents (LT01) 

http://personalfinance.byu.edu/
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/nt/1-tim/6?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/bofm/jacob/2?lang=eng
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/6?lang=eng
http://http/scriptures.lds.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/nsqt8hk6jefxe6k/TT01-01%20-%20PFP%20Introduction%20Template.docx?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/c6p1bbrh8lrbw5y/TT01%20-%20PFP%20Table%20of%20Contents.docx?dl=0
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This is a recommended table of contents for your Personal Financial Plan. It 
includes the 16 separate plans which make up your PFP. 

Review Materials 

Terminology Review 
Accountability. This is a principle is that states we are accountable for every choice we 
make. We do not make choices with no consequences or accountability; rather, we will 
be held accountable for the decisions and choices we make. 
Agency. This principle is that we have choice in our lives. We are agents of will, who can 
make choices consistent with our beliefs and values. Moreover, the gift of “choice” is 
man’s most precious inheritance, and we should protect it carefully. 
Application. Application is the “how’ of how we do things. It is how we apply the 
doctrines and principles in our lives.  
Constraints. Constraints are given conditions or circumstances that must be satisfied in 
order to enable us to accomplish our goals.  
Accountability. Accountability  is the process of letting others know what your vision, 
goals, plans, and constraints are to enlist your help in the creative process. It can also be 
enlisting others in helping accomplish your goals as you need their help for certain 
specific parts of your plans and strategies. 
Creative Process. It is the way we get from an idea or vision to its eventual 
accomplishment. It has five critical areas:  vision, goals, plans, constraints, and 
accountability. 
Doctrines. Doctrines are the reasons behind why we do things. They answer the “why” 
questions of our lives, which are generally the most difficult questions to answer. 
Goals. Goals are tools to help us keep our vision in focus. They are intermediate stepping 
stones that will take us to our eventual vision of what we are trying to accomplish.  
Ownership. This is the principle that everything we have is the Lord’s, and we do not 
own the things we have and are. It is based on scripture and helps us to see our blessings 
as gifts on loan from a loving Father in Heaven. 
Perspective. Perspective is how we look at things. It is important because it influences 
choice. We can take many different perspectives in our view of different aspects of our 
lives, with the best perspective being the perspective that last the longest—an eternal 
perspective.  
Plans. Tactical plans are the roadmaps by which we will accomplish our goals. It is how 
we will get from where we are now to where we want to be to accomplish our goals. 
Principles. These are doctrinally based guidelines for how we should live our lives. 
Whereas doctrines answer the ‘why” questions, the principles are the “what” questions, 
i.e., what are the things and guideline we should be following and doing. 
Stewardship. This is the principle that we are stewards over all that the Lord has, is, or 
will share with us. This view helps us realize the things we have are a gift and we should 
take care of them. 
Vision. This is the act or power of seeing or imagination, where we come to solidify in 
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our minds who we are and what we can accomplish. It is a creative work through which 
the power of thought, imagination, and effort combine to help us thoughtfully consider 
possible future events that may come to pass. 

Review Questions 

1. Why is it important to “decide to decide” now? What problems can it help us avoid? 
2. Why does God want us to learn wise money management? 
3. What is our perspective and why is it important? 
4. What are the four key principles on which that perspective is based? Why are they 
important? What can we do to incorporate these principles into our lives now? 
5. Some have asked, “If wealth is so bad, should we seek for riches?” What did Jacob say 
about this question in Jacob 2:18–19? What should we seek for first? 
6. What are the benefits of this doctrines, principles and application learning framework? 

Case Studies 

Case Study 1 
Data  

Brenda came from a family that had few worldly goods, but there was a lot of love in the 
home. She has come to talk with you about her finances because she respects you for the 
wonderful example you have set at work. 

Application  
She asks you, “What is the purpose of wealth in our lives?”  

 
Case Study 1 Answers 

You have lots of good ideas, but you share the following: Jacob shared with us one view 
of the purpose of wealth in our lives. He counseled us that if we seek wealth, we should 
do it for the right reasons, and it is OK to do so only after we seek the kingdom of God. 
The purpose of wealth is not to build ourselves up, and its possession does not allow us to 
think we are better than other people. Rather, it is to help us bless our families, serve our 
fellow men, and build the kingdom of God. 

 
Case Study 2 
Data 

Brenda continues to ask you questions regarding your perspective and principles for 
using wealth wisely. She asks if there are principles that you know and have lived that 
have made a difference in your life. 

Application 
Share the four key principles for using wealth wisely discussed in this chapter. Why is 
each principle important? What can we do now to incorporate each principle into our 
lives now? 

 
Case Study 2 Answers 
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There are several good answers for these questions. You might respond with:  
Our perspective is that personal finance is simply living the gospel of Jesus Christ. That 
perspective is based on four key principles: 
1. Ownership: Everything we have or are is a gift from God.  

• It is important because the things we have are not ours but are on loan from a 
loving Father in Heaven. 

• We can incorporate this principle into our lives by learning that when we share 
with others, we are only giving back to God what was His in the first place. 

2. Stewardship: We are stewards over the things the Lord has blessed us with.  
• It is important because we must learn to be better stewards over our blessings 

because we will be held accountable for what we do with these blessings. 
• We can incorporate this into our lives by learning as much as we can about the 

things we need to do so we can become the best stewards we can over the 
blessings our Heavenly Father shares with us.  

3. Agency: The gift of “choice” is man’s most precious inheritance.  
• It is important because we need to use this gift wisely so we can return and live 

with God eternally.  
• We can incorporate this into our lives by studying all areas of our decisions and 

decision-making processes so we can have the information needed to make the 
best decisions possible.  

4. Accountability: We are accountable for our choices, including our financial choices. 
• We are the final decision-makers in life.  
• It is important because we must learn to choose wisely. 
• We can incorporate this into our lives by setting good goals and then by making 

wise choices to help us attain those goals—goals that our Heavenly Father would 
have us seek. 

 
Case Study 3 
Data 

Brenda was concerned as one of her friends was blessed with material riches, and made 
poor choices which caused him to lose his testimony. She asks:  “If wealth is so bad, 
should we seek for riches?”  

Application 
What did the prophet Jacob in Jacob 2:18-19 say about this question? What should we 
seek for first? 

 
Case Study 3 Answers 

The prophet Jacob said seeking for riches is OK “if” we first seek the Kingdom of God, 
and if we seek riches for the right intent--for righteous purposes.  
But before ye seek for riches, seek ye for the kingdom of God. "And after ye have 
obtained a hope in Christ ye shall obtain riches, if ye seek them; and ye will seek them 
for the intent to do good-to clothe the naked, and to feed the hungry, and to liberate the 
captive, and administer relief to the sick and the afflicted (Jacob 2:18-19). 
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First, we should seek for the Kingdom of God and doing His will. Then we can seek for 
riches—but with the intent to do good.  Gordon B. Hinckley said: “The Lord will love us, 
I think, to the degree to which we lift and bless those in distress. I believe that with all my 
heart, mind, and soul. The accumulation of means is not a bad endeavor when those 
means are used to bless the needy of the earth.”87 

1 This chapter was written with E. Jeffrey Hill of BYU’s School of Family Life. 
2 M. Russell Ballard, “Keeping Life’s Demands in Balance,” Ensign, May 1987, 13. 
3 For a discussion of this topic, see Sudweeks and Hill, “Personal Finance is Part of the Gospel of Jesus Christ,” 
unpublished manuscript, 2019. 
4 For a discussion of this topic, see Sudweeks and Hill, “Doctrines and Principles, Confirmed by the Spirit, Change 
Behavior,” unpublished manuscript, 2019. 
5 Boyd K. Packer, “Little Children,” Ensign, Nov. 1986, 17. 
6 Bednar, p. 153. 
7 David A. Bednar, Increase in Learning, 2016, p. 172. 
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