Vision, Goals and Goal Planning

II.  Planning your Life:  Vision, Goals, Plans, 

Constraints, and Communication
Your Name

Personal Financial Plan

Class and Date
Personal (and Family) Goals and Goal Planning
This is your vision, goals and goal planning section of your Plan.  Realize that your vision is what you want to become, your goals describe your destination, your plans drive most of what you will be writing in your PFP, your constraints are what could keep you from your goals or what you need to do to accomplish your goals, and your communication is how you will share these with others.  As such, they should be very detailed.  As you can see above, they represent 40% of the grade of your PFP.  Use your time accordingly.
Start with your Vision, Mission and Values you will live by.  To help you with this, include your VMV statement.  This is helpful as you think about your life and the things you want to accomplish (do not include the VMV worksheets).  As you work on your vision, think about the various perspectives:  spiritual, temporal, individual and family.  Work to “see with an eye-of-faith” what your possibilities are.  Then work on your Mission statement.  If you are married, you might also include your family mission statement if you have one.  Finally, include your Values statements.  What values will you follow to reach the goals you will set to achieve the vision you have for yourself?  These are also important tools to help you as you follow a prophet’s counsel to “Plan your financial future early, then live your plan.”
  
Once you have your vision, it will give you the basis for writing your goals.  Your goals will then give you the destination for your plans, which will direct you on how you will accomplish your goals.  Think of your vision as your ultimate idea, your goals as your destination, and plans as how you will get to your destination.

The most critical area of your vision and goals is to explain who you are and what Heavenly Father wants you to be or do.  Try to put this in as much detail as you can.  Make it detailed, specific, and complete.  Remember that your vision and goals are your spiritual creation, and your plan to achieve your goals the physical creation.
Next, share your top three major goals.  I choose three so you can think through these three goals each day and night to ensure you are working toward them.   Again, make them detailed, specific, and complete.  Bring Heavenly Father into the preparation, planning and creation aspect of your goals and goal planning.
Finally, number the pages of your goals, keep them single spaced, and include your 
epitaph.

Action Plan

Your action plan is for your plan for achieving your goals.  It can be divided into plans for short-term goals which will help you to achieve your goals above.  Your short-term plan is for goals one year or less; medium-term plan is for goals for two to 10 years; and long-term plan is for goals for 10-80 years.  

Think through your constraints of things that could go wrong.  What are things that can cause you to not achieve your goals, and what can you do to alleviate these concerns?  Include these in your plans as well.  Think through your goals in great detail and with vision, write them carefully with prayer and thought, and then prepare your action plan with purpose.  If you do this, you will be able to create with confidence and to accomplish your goals and become the vision you saw. 
Finally, think through how and with whom you will communicate your goals with others.

Grade:
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� Ezra Taft Benson, “To the Elderly in the Church,” Ensign, Nov 1989, 4.
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