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 AUTONUMOUT   Understand the key change in the decision making process and the principles and practice of money and marriage
 AUTONUMOUT   Before it was to be a wise steward over your financial resources

 AUTONUMOUT   Now it is a unified and consecrated stewardship over financial resources

 AUTONUMOUT   Decision making must change from “I” and “me” to “us” and “we”

 AUTONUMOUT   In marriage you are now equal partners with another

 AUTONUMOUT   Understand the key principles of money and marriage

 AUTONUMOUT   We handed out copies of Proclamation on the Family

 AUTONUMOUT   We read through it trying to find guidelines to help us with this problem

 AUTONUMOUT   As a class, we came up with the 10 principles of Money and Relationships.  They are:

 AUTONUMOUT   The family is ordained of God, You should follow these key principles, Your spouse has priority, Marriage partners are equal, Marriage partners should seek unity and the best interests of the family, Financial problems are usually behavioral problems, Change is necessary, Financial freedom is more the result of decreased spending than increased income, Spouses are to leave their parents and become one, and  The best things in life are free  

 AUTONUMOUT   Understand why money may be an issue in relationships and share a few recommendations
 AUTONUMOUT   We talked about the Problems with Money and Marriage.  These included:
 AUTONUMOUT   Lack of financial knowledge,  Lack of communication, Differences in financial personality types and family baggage, Lack of shared goals, and Lack of gospel maturity

 AUTONUMOUT   Understand a few recommendations for money and marriage

 AUTONUMOUT   We discussed our “Recommendations” on the blackboard.  They were:
 AUTONUMOUT   Delegate action but share responsibility

 AUTONUMOUT   Develop family goals as a couple

 AUTONUMOUT   Separate “real” from “imagined” problems

 AUTONUMOUT   Keep the romance alive

 AUTONUMOUT  Understand and create your Family Financial Plan

 AUTONUMOUT  We shared some goals, plans and strategies and constraints that may be helpful

 AUTONUMOUT  Problem #4 has some additional ideas

 AUTONUMOUT  We finally shared what research shown? 

 AUTONUMOUT   I shared the definition of materialism and the results of the Dean, Carroll, and Yan research
 AUTONUMOUT   Materialism has a definite impact on happiness

 AUTONUMOUT  Take Aways

 AUTONUMOUT  ____________________________________________________________

 AUTONUMOUT  ____________________________________________________________

 AUTONUMOUT  ____________________________________________________________

 AUTONUMOUT   Final Thoughts
Four thoughts on equality in marriage:

1.  “You must not misunderstand what the Lord meant when Adam was told he was to have a helpmeet. A helpmeet is a companion suited to or equal to [the other]. [They] walk side by side… not one before or behind the other. A helpmeet results in an absolute equal partnership between a husband and a wife” (Earl C. Tingey, “The Simple Truths from Heaven: The Lord’s Pattern” (Church Educational System fireside for young adults, Jan. 13, 2008), speeches.byu.edu.
2. As we come to better understand the story of Adam and Eve in light of the restored gospel, we will better understand God’s plan for the equal partnership between men and women.  Some individuals have interpreted the story of the Garden of Eden as the story of Eve’s spiritual inferiority. However, we reject this interpretation. Elder Dallin H. Oaks declared: 
Some Christians condemn Eve for her act, concluding that she and her daughters are somehow flawed by it. Not the Latter-day Saints! Informed by revelation, we celebrate Eve’s act and honor her wisdom and courage in the great episode called the Fall (Dallin H. Oaks, “The Great Plan of Happiness,” Ensign, Nov. 1993, 73).
Eve’s choice was momentous: because of her choice, sin and death afflicted her and Adam and their posterity. However, by entering mortality, she and Adam gained the opportunity to have children and to strive toward exaltation. God also provided that Adam and Eve would rule together.

3.  Elder Bruce C. Hafen explained:

“Genesis 3:16 states that Adam is to ‘rule over’ Eve, but this doesn’t make Adam a dictator. … Over in ‘rule over’ uses the Hebrew bet, which means ruling ‘with,’ not ruling ‘over.’ … The concept of interdependent, equal partners is well-grounded in the doctrine of the restored gospel” (Bruce C. and Marie K. Hafen, “Crossing Thresholds and Becoming Equal Partners,” Ensign, Aug. 2007, 27.)
4. Contrary to scripture and the teachings, some men and women have interpreted presiding to mean that after equal counsel, equal consent is not necessary because the presider (or husband) has the right of final say.  Elder L. Tom Perry eloquently said: 
There is not a president or a vice president in a family. The couple works together eternally for the good of the family. . .  They are on equal footing. They plan and organize the affairs of the family jointly and unanimously as they move forward (L. Tom Perry, “Fatherhood, an Eternal Calling,” Ensign, May 2004, 71.)
5. One final thought from my sister Vicki Stone
“Speak to your children as if they are the wisest, kindest, most beautiful and magical humans on earth, for what they believe is what they will become.”  Brooke Hampton
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